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Sadiya, as being a clan of the great Kachari
nation left behind as the tide of migration rolled
west and south. Both he and Hodgson hold that in
very early days they were the dominant races in
Assam ; but the latter goes further and states they
are the aborigines of Assam; in fact he classes them
with the Tamulian aboriginal inhabitants of India
such as Gonds, Bhils, etc., and does so through their
peculiar physical capability of being able to live
healthily in forest and swampy localities where no
other human beings can exist. He therefore con-
cludes that this capability could only have been
evolved after a lapse of a very great space of time,
which he computes at thirty centuries, so we may as
well assume that the Kacharis and Kocches are 'of the
aboriginal races in India. They appear to have been
a peaceful and flourishing race, given to agriculture,
and seem to have lived in amity with the rising
Kocch nation on the far side of the Brahmaputra,
with the exception of trouble in 1562, when they were
defeated by the Kocch king Nar Narain ; while they
also traded with Dacca and Bengal vi& Goalpara. It
was evidently from Bengal that they got their ideas
of building with bricks, for in those far-off days
neither of the other nations built permanent towns
or forts, their defences being entirely of the nature of
earthworks, and their buildings of wood and bamboo.
A few ancient temples only in upper Assam were
then built of masonry, whereas the remains atDimapur,
for instance, which flourished centuries before the
Ahoms arrived, show us the Kacharis knew all about
the art of brick making and permanent buildings ;
while the style in which they worked points to having